
May 1st, International Worker's Day, 
celebrates an ongoing, worldwide workers' 
struggle. Originally, the international holiday 
was in remembrance of the 1880's fight for 
an eight hour work day during a time when 
workers were forced to work inhumanly long 
hours. Nationally, we fail to recognize this 
holiday, which marks the famous strikes for 
the right to a reasonable work day by an 
estimated 500,000 workers.  These national 
strikes originated in Chicago.

The resilient Chicago workers' rights leaders: 
Parsons, Spies, Fischer, and Engel, were 
executed by the United States Government 
in response to a bomb being thrown at 
a rally on May 3rd. The rally was in retaliation 
to acts of police brutality, leading to the 
deaths of six workers and several wounded 
during the Chicago May 1st strikes. Their 
lives are celebrated through International 
Worker's Day. 

 

This struggle is still relevant today with issues 
such as: migrant workers' rights, equal pay 
for equal work, sweatshop labor, economic 
hit men, economic imperialism and the 
outsourcing of jobs. People travel to places 
far from home and their comfort zone to 
show solidarity with an international struggle 
for the right to be treated humanly in a 
collapsing system. We invite all artists who 
are involved in this struggle to exhibit your 
work in our upcoming exhibition, Repressed 
IV: May Day.

All of the galleries in Richmond's Downtown 
Arts District present special exhibits on the 
first Friday of every month.  Next May's  First 
Fridays Art Walk happens to be on May Day. 
So in light of this fortuitous  coincidence our 
May exhibition will be a celebration of work-
ers' rights through art, education and action!

“. . . our silence will be more 

 powerful than the voices you strangle today!"
        —August Spies, upon his execution.

REPRESSED IV: 
MAY DAY

Design donated by: mendedarrow.com & Daniel Owen 



Entry Form 

name

work

contact

address

last

street

city

phone fax

email

title

medium

short statement of intent/context

date

state zip

first mi

# of editionsdimensions

intended price (NFS if not for sale)

title

medium

short statement of intent/context

date

# of editionsdimensions

intended price

title

medium

short statement of intent/context

date

# of editionsdimensions

intended price

Submission Deadline 
March 6th, 2009.

Aliases Welcome
All potential participants are not required to 
submit legal name. Aliases are also accepted.

Submission Requirements
There is no submission fee or limit to submitted 
works.

Submitted images of works must be labeled 
appropriately. 

We would prefer submissions to be sent at 72 
dpi via email to info@thereoncewasarebellion.org 
or gallery5@gallery5arts.org. Please type 
“Repressed” in the subject line of all Repressed 
submission emails. 

Images can also be sent by mail on a
CD at 300 dpi or printed on 8.5” by 11” sheets 
of paper.  Images sentby mail should be sent to 
Repressed IV at 200 W. Marshall St. Richmond, 
VA 23220 USA. 

Acceptance Process
Entry does not constitute acceptance.

Works will be reviewed by the Gallery5 
Repressed IV committee.

If accepted, participants will be notified of 
acceptance as soon as possible. 

Exhibition Opening Date
May 1st, 2009.

200 W. Marshall Street
Richmond, VA 23220
804 644 0005
gallery5@gallery5arts.org

T.O.   W.A.R.


